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Chancellor Merkel. Well, good morning, ladies and gentlemen. We are delighted to have
the American President here this morning with us, after having met for the last time at the
NATO summit. We will visit a little bit of Dresden, and later on we go on to Buchenwald, to
the foremost concentration camp. I think that this is, indeed, a trip of a highly symbolic nature.
Let me just remind all of us of the visit to Buchenwald that we will take later in the day. It is so
important that the American President, Barack Obama, makes his first stop here in Dresden.
This is a highly symbolic city. It is a city that was almost completely destroyed during the
Second World War, was then rebuilt after German unification. It has again turned out to be a
jewel of German culture and civilization. The people here are so glad that you've come to see
them because it shows that you also pay tribute to the tremendous efforts they made in those
20 years after the fall of the wall.

We have made very good use of our time, talking about the political agenda, pressing
issues. President Obama yesterday gave a very important speech in Cairo, which I think will be
an ideal basis for a lot of action in a—of a positive nature, particularly as regards speeding up
the peace process in the Middle East. We also talked about a possible timeframe for possible
progress to be made. I said on behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany that we would like
to try and be helpful in this peace process to the extent that this is possible to us. We need a
two-state solution; we need a viable Palestinian state and a viable State of Israel, side by side.
And whatever we can do in order to constructively accompany this along the way, we will gladly

do.

The status of negotiations with Iran on the nuclear program was also at the very top of our
agenda. Here, too, we agreed to work closely together. Germany will try its utmost with its
contacts, with its expert knowledge to give a positive contribution to this issue.

We also, obviously, debated the situation on world markets. We exchanged views on the
different stimulus programs that we pursue in our countries. And we also talked about what we
feel is necessary in order to prepare the next G-20 meeting, then also the upcoming G-8
meeting. What is important is to implement what we decided on in London. The European
states are now doing that; the United States are doing that. You have a very ambitious plan that
you outlaid. So we will keep a close eye on developments. And then in the autumn, when we
meet as G-20, we will also state very clearly that strengthening the multilateral system is also
one that we consider to be important.

This year, negotiations on climate change, on a post-Kyoto regime are also on the agenda.
We very much welcome the very, very hard work that the United States has done in order to
see to it that the necessary answers are found for this phenomenon of climate change. We
know that it's very much an uphill battle; we're very familiar with that from the debate that we
have here in our country. And we are keeping a close eye on legislation that is passed. We, 1
think, are at one in saying we need an ambitious program, we want to have successful
negotiations in Copenhagen, and we want to make the best possible use of our time leading up
to this.



Once again, a very warm welcome to you, sir, and we are so glad that you and the
members of your team are—have taken the trouble to come here.

President Obama. Well, thank you very much, everybody. Good morning. It is wonderful
to be in the beautiful city of Dresden, which, obviously, is steeped in history and, as Chancellor
Merkel discussed, has overcome great tragedies and is now this beautiful city full of hope. And
so I'm very grateful to not only Chancellor Merkel but to the German people for their
hospitality.

Germany is a close friend and a critical partner to the United States, and I believe that
friendship is going to be essential not only for our two countries but for the world if we are to
make progress on some of the critical issues that we face, whether it's national security issues
or economic issues or issues that affect the globe like climate change.

Chancellor Merkel, as she mentioned, and I had a very productive discussion. We
continue to work closely together to confront the global economic crisis and to restore growth
and prosperity for our people. The downturn knows no borders, and it will take some time and
sustained action by all of us to move forward.

At the G20, we successfully laid out a—the parameters for collective action. And we've
seen, I think, on both sides of the Atlantic some progress in stabilizing the economy, but we're
far from done in the work that's required. I mentioned to her that, in the United States, we are
working diligently to strengthen financial regulations to ensure that a crisis like this doesn't
happen again, and it's going to be very important to coordinate between Europe and the
United States as we move to strengthen our financial regulatory systems. We affirmed that we
are not going to engage in protectionism. And as all of us do what's required to restart our
economy, we have to make sure that we keep our borders open and that companies can move
back and forth between the United States and Europe in providing goods and services to our
respective countries.

I'm very pleased to see the resolution of the Opel situation here. We are very sympathetic
towards each other, that it's not easy to help auto companies restructure, and it's not always
popular, but it's also, we are convinced, the right thing to do. And I'm hopeful that not only are
we going to see these companies stabilize, but also that they're going to emerge even stronger
and more competitive in the international marketplace.

Chancellor Merkel and I discussed a range of security challenges. Germany has been a
very strong NATO partner. As all of you know, we have great challenges in Afghanistan and,
increasingly, in Pakistan, but our collective commitment to making sure that we are not seeing
the kinds of terrorist bases that could pose harm to all of our people, that we maintain that
commitment.

We also discussed the issue of Iran, and not in isolation, but in a broader context of
avoiding a nuclear arms race in the Middle East that could be profoundly dangerous. And I've
said publicly that I'm committed to engaging in serious dialog and negotiations with Iran. That
is—can't be done in isolation, it has to be done in conjunction with the P5-plus-1 or the E3-
plus-3 process, and Germany is going to be a critical partner in that process.

Later in the summer, I will be traveling to Russia to discuss how we can reduce U.S.
nuclear stockpiles and Russian nuclear stockpiles. And so, as I said, our concern is not just Iran,
but a broader effort to strengthen nonproliferation so that the threat of nuclear weapons is
greatly reduced in our lifetime.



And as Chancellor mentioned, we discussed my recent trip to the Middle East and the
need for all of us to redouble our efforts to bring about two states, Israel and a Palestinian
state, that are living side by side in peace and security. I think the moment is now for us to act
on what we all know to be the truth, which is that each side is going to have to make some
difficult compromises; we have to reject violence. The Palestinians have to get serious about
creating the security environment that is required for Israel to feel confident. Israelis are going
to have to take some difficult steps. I discussed some of those in the speech.

Ultimately, the United States can't force peace upon the parties. But what we've tried to
do is to clear away some of the misunderstandings so that we can at least begin to have frank
dialog. And we're not going to be able to do that by ourselves; we're going to require strong
partners like Germany in that process. And I know that Chancellor Merkel is very much
committed to that.

So, again, it is a great pleasure to be here. It is a great pleasure to be with my friend once
again, who I always seek out for intelligent analysis and straight talk. And I'm looking forward
to continued partnership between our two countries to deal with the wide range of issues that
we confront at this time.

So thank you very much.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, T believe you have the possibility to ask questions. Maybe we
ought to—do we start with a German question? Mrs. Meier, please.

President’s Visit to Germany/Guantanamo Bay Detainees

Q. Christiane Meier, from the First German Television—MTr. President, did you have the
opportunity to also address the issue of Guantanamo, and do you feel sufficiently supported by
Europe and here, in particular, by Germany, in accepting prisoners, former prisoners? And
does this perhaps overshadow your relationship with the Chancellor or perhaps not? There has
been certain mild, sometimes even wild, speculation over the course that your trip took, that
you left certain venues open until the end and that this had something to do with your
relationship with the Chancellor.

And, Chancellor, did you make an offer or were you actually able as regards Guantanamo
to give certain assurances to the President and accommodate him?

President Obama. Well, let me first of all say, I think your characterization of wild
speculations is accurate—[laughter]—they are very wild and based on no facts. The truth of
the matter is, is that the relationship not only between our two countries but our two
Governments is outstanding. Most of the speculation around my schedule here in Germany
doesn't take into the account simple logistics: traveling, trying to get from one place to the
other, coming off a Middle East trip, having to go to Normandy tomorrow. There are only 24
hours in the day. And so there's nothing to any of that speculation beyond us just trying to fit in
what we could do on such a short trip. That's all that there was. So stop it, all of you. [Laughter]
The—I know you have to find something to report on, but we have more than enough
problems out there without manufacturing problems.

In terms of the issue of Guantanamo, look, this is a very difficult issue. It's difficult in my
country; it's difficult internationally. We have a facility that contains some people who are very
difficult to deal with. Some of them probably should not have been detained in those facilities
in the first place. They should have been processed and tried and convicted. If they weren't
convicted, then they should not have been languishing in a facility like that; that became a



symbol for many around the world of us not sticking to our ideals and our traditions and rule of
law.

But it was done, and that's the past. And now we have to move forward. We have spoken
to the European Union about the possibilities of working with us and helping us in managing
the closure of Guantanamo. Chancellor Merkel has been very open to discussions with us. We
have not asked her for hard commitments, and she has not given us any hard commitments
beyond having a serious discussion about are there ways that we can solve this problem. And I
don't anticipate that it's going to be resolved anytime in the next 2 or 3 months. I think that it's
going to be a longer process of evaluation.

But I'm very appreciative of the openness, not only of Chancellor Merkel but other
European countries to work with us, because I think they recognize that we have a shared
interest in battling extremists and terrorists at the same time as we have a shared interest in
upholding broader principles of international justice, and that those things are compatible, but
it's going to take some time.

We'll be looking at individual cases, seeing are there people who can safely be transferred;
if they are safely transferred, where would they be transferred to. And this is a conversation
we're not just having with Germany but the broader European Union. And I very much
appreciate the constructive manner in which Chancellor Merkel has approached the issue.

Chancellor Merkel. Allow me, if I may, to, as regards that one part of the question, say that
it's fun to work together with the American President because very serious, very thorough,
analytical discussions very often lead us to draw the same conclusions. And I think we proved
that in London, we proved that in—on previous meetings. I think that's part of our job, isn't it,
that you exchange views, different views that you may have also. And wherever it was
necessary, we have come to common solutions. So I very much look forward to our future
cooperation.

On Guantanamo, Germany has always come out in favor, in particular my Government,
for closing down this facility. This has been a longstanding issue. We very purposefully at the
time accepted Mr. Kurnaz, who has some sort of relation to Germany. And we also said that is
there—when there is a solution in the offing, we will constructively contribute to it. Now there
are talks going on of the Minister of the Interior with the American side, very intensive
discussions, which we wish to continue. And at the very end, I am absolutely confident that we
will find a common solution.

I believe an American question, a question from the American side maybe?

President Obama. [Inaudible]—or do I just pick on somebody? Just pick on somebody
or

Q. Mr. President

President Obama. You know, Jennifer's [Jennifer Loven, Associated Press] got the mike.
Sorry, Jake [Jake Tapper, ABC News]. [Laughter]

Q. He handed it to me, so I'm going to keep it.
President Obama. There you go.
Middle East Peace Process



Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You challenged—on Mideast peace, you challenged all the
parties yesterday and again here in your opening remarks to take actions. The Israelis, the
Palestinians, the Arab States, things they've been asked to do for years, actually agreed to do,
but still today remain even—perhaps even more unwilling or unable to do them. What are your
specific next steps to try to break this stalemate? And why do you think your approach is
realistic?

And then to Chancellor Merkel, if I could, you talked about a timeline that the two of you
discussed on Mideast peace. Can you be more specific about that, please?

President Obama. As 1 said at the outset of my speech, yesterday was just one speech, and
it doesn't replace all the hard work that's going to have to be done—that was done before the
speech and is going to have to be done in the years to come in order to solve what has been a
60-year problem. And I'm under no illusions that whatever statements I've put forward
somehow are going to supplant the need to do that work.

I think that what is different now is, number one, you're seeing a U.S. administration and
American President engage this issue almost on the day that I took office. I mean, we've only
been in office 5 months, and yet we've seen extraordinary activity already on this issue. And
that's sent a signal to all the parties in the Middle East that we are serious. I've assigned
George Mitchell, my special envoy, who has met repeatedly with all the players in the region
and who is going to be going back next week in the wake of my appearance in Cairo to follow
up with each of the individual parties on a whole host of negotiation points and potential
confidence-building measures that can be taken.

And I've already met with Prime Minister Netanyahu. Our Governments are in close
contact and communication about how we can move forward on some of the items that might
be inhibiting restarting talks. I've had Abbas in the White House to do the same.

And so you've probably seen more sustained activity on this issue in the first 5 months
than you would have seen in most previous administrations. The reason we are doing that is
because not only had talks ground to a halt, but there was a sense that all sides were getting so
dug in and so cynical that you might reach a point where you could never get the parties back
at the table. And I think given what we've done so far, we've at least created the space, the
atmosphere, in which talks can restart.

Now, I just have to say one more time, the United States can't solve this problem. The
United States can be a partner in solving the problem, but ultimately, the parties involved are
going to have to make a decision that the prosperity and security of their people is best served
by negotiations and compromise, and we can't force them to make those difficult decisions.
What we can do is to provide them a framework and a forum and the support for such an
outcome to be achieved.

And I'm sure that—one of the things I very much appreciate was Chancellor Merkel's
willingness to put the prestige and the resources of the German Government behind that same
effort. I think the entire international community is going to have a responsibility to help these
parties achieve a hard-won peace that will ultimately be good for everybody's security interests.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, I believe that with the new American administration, with
President Barack Obama, there is actually a unique opportunity now to see to it that this peace
process, or let's perhaps be more careful, this negotiation process to be revived again.



Yesterday's speech, in a way, opened up also the door to the Arab world again. And in the
way that it was described just now, you have sort of made steps along the way. And when steps
are made along the way then we feel as Germans we can perhaps be helpful to accompany this.
For historical reasons, we have a very close and very special relationship with Israel. We have a
very great interest in the safety and security of Israel. And on the other hand, we also have the
very fervent wish that a Palestinian state be built.

This agenda needs to be worked on step by step, but it is certainly true, the parties
themselves have to show a readiness, a willingness to do something for the peace and security
of the world as a whole. I see this as a core issue and an essential and crucial issue. And this is
why we all have the wish and the willingness to bring this matter forward. The historical
opportunity, I think, is there, even though looking at many, many countries in the Arab
world—even looking at many countries in the Arab world, they have a very great interest in
progress there because for their economic development, as well, they need peace there, they
need security. And we should have every interest in seeing this bring about and we will give our
contribution to it.

Herr Scharlack.
President’s Visit to Buchenwald Concentration Camp/Climate Change

Q. Urlich Scharlack, Deutsche Presse-Agentur. You will later on, Mr. President, visit the
former concentration camp, Buchenwald. Tell me now, already, if possible, what is your
personal motivation, what drives you to this? We were told here in Germany that because you
know Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Peace Prize Winner so well, because he told you about his period
in the camp where he suffered great hardship, that this sort of made you do it.

And another political issue, if I may, Madam Chancellor, climate change. Germany,
Europe are putting concrete targets on the agenda, concrete reduction targets. Will America,
in the post-Kyoto process, be willing to commit itself to concrete reduction targets? Or are you
pursuing a different kind of approach, Mr. President, similar to you predecessor in office?

President Obama. Well, first of all, one of the main reasons for me being in Europe this
week is to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the landing in Normandy. And this is a
moment that, obviously, is of great importance to the United States. So many lives were lost
during this period; it marks the beginning of the end of World War II, and many of the
veterans of World War II are in the sunset of their years. And so having an opportunity to
acknowledge them once again and the sacrifices they made was very important to me.

As part of that trip, we thought it was very important for me to visit Buchenwald. First of
all, I've never traveled to one of the concentration camps, but this one has a personal
connection to me. It's not only that I know Elie Wiesel and have read about his writings, it's
also that, and I've stated this before, that my grandfather's—my grandmother's brother was
one—was part of the units that first liberated that camp. And I've talked about this before in
the United States, perhaps not in Germany, the shock for this very young man—he couldn't
have been more than 19 or 20, 21 at the time—was such that he ended up, when he returned,
having a very difficult time readjusting to civilian life, and it was a memory that burned in him
for quite some time.

And that, you know, was something that I learned about as a young person, and for me
then to be able to come and reflect on this very difficult history and to not only reflect on the
dangers of when peoples are in conflict and not acknowledging a common humanity, but also
to celebrate how out of that tragedy you now have a unified Europe, a Germany that is a very



close ally of Israel, and the possibilities of reconciliation and forgiveness and hope. All those
things, I think, are part of why this visit is very important to me.

In terms of climate change, ultimately, the world is going to need targets that it can meet.
It can't be general, vague approaches. We're going to have to make some tough decisions and
take concrete actions if we are going to deal with a potentially cataclysmic disaster. And we are
seeing progress in Congress around energy legislation that would set up for the first time in the
United States a cap and trade system. That process is moving forward in ways that I think if you
had asked political experts 2 or 3 months ago would have seemed impossible. So I'm actually
more optimistic than I was about America being able to take leadership on this issue, joining
Europe, which over the last several years has been ahead of us on this issue.

As I told Chancellor Merkel, unless the United States and Europe, with our large carbon
footprints, per capita carbon footprints, are willing to take some decisive steps, it's going to be
very difficult for us to persuade countries that, on a per capita basis at least, are still much less
wealthy, like China or India, to take the steps that they're going to need to take in controlling
carbon emissions. So we are very committed to working together and hopeful that we can
arrive in Copenhagen having displayed that commitment in concrete ways.

Chancellor Merkel. Allow me, if I may, to say, as to a visit to Buchenwald, that this is for
me deeply moving, to see an American President, in this case President Barack Obama, as a
visitor in Buchenwald. And he talked about his personal background as regards this question.

Look at Buchenwald. Buchenwald is one example of these horrible concentration camps,
liberated by American troops. Later on it was turned during the Soviet period again, and it
also—in the time when Germany was divided, it again became somewhat symbolic. People in
that part of the country were not able to enjoy freedom and security.

Now, after the end of the cold war, we go there after Germany has been reunited, after
Europe has been reunited, now that we also enjoy freedom and democracy, as the United
States do. That is very moving, and it shows you that actually history makes things possible if a
sufficient number of people believes in the dream of freedom.

Middle East Peace Process/Darfur

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. A couple questions, one just to follow up on Jennifer's. What
are some of the gestures of good faith that you'd like to see from the Israelis and Palestinians?

But then regarding your visit to Buchenwald, since the Holocaust, a constant refrain in the
United States has been "never again," but U.S. President after U.S. President has sat back and
let genocides happen over and over, whether Cambodia or Rwanda. What does "never again"
mean to you as a U.S. President, especially given the fact that genocide is going on right now in
Darfur? There were accusations of genocide in Sri Lanka a few weeks ago. What does it mean
to you? And are you doing everything you can to make sure "never again" is not a hollow
refrain?

And then for Chancellor Merkel, does Germany not have an extra obligation to take action
to prevent genocide from happening in other parts of the world? Thank you.

President Obama. Good. With respect to confidence-building measures or next steps,
again, I'm going to be sending George Mitchell back into the region next week. He's going to
be meeting with all the various parties involved. I think I've said publicly and I repeated in the
speech some things that are going to have to be done.



You know, a lot of attention has been given to my statement that the Israelis need to stop
settlement construction, and I recognize that it's received a lot of attention in Israel as well.
Keep in mind that all I've done there is reaffirm commitments that the Israelis themselves had
already made in the roadmap. And I recognize the very difficult politics within Israel of getting
that done, and I'm very sympathetic to how hard it will be.

But as Israel's friend, the United States, I think, has an obligation to just be honest with
that friend about how important it is to achieve a two-state solution, for Israel's national
security interests, as well as ours, as well as the Palestinians'. And that's an area where steps can
be taken.

They're not the only steps, by the way, that Israel can take and will need to take in order to
advance movement towards peace. And I mentioned some of the other issues that I've
discussed with Prime Minister Netanyahu's office, for example, increasing freedom of
movement within the West Bank, dealing with the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and allowing
reconstruction to proceed more aggressively.

What's been interesting is that less attention has been focused on the insistence on my
part that the Palestinians and the Arab States have to take very concrete actions. When it
comes to the Palestinians, we know what they're supposed to be doing. They have to continue
to make progress on security in the West Bank.

They have to deal with incitement issues. There is still a tendency, even within—among
Palestinians who say they are interested in peace with Israel, to engage in statements that are—
that incite a hatred of Israel or are not constructive to the peace process. Now, I think, to his
credit, President Abbas has made progress on this issue, but not enough.

We still have not seen a firm commitment from the Palestinian Authority that they can
control some of the border areas that Israel is going to be very concerned about if there were
to be a two-state solution. There are still problems of corruption and mismanagement within
the Authority that have to be addressed.

So there are going to be a whole set of things having to do with the Palestinians' ability to
govern effectively and maintain security. And if they're not solved, Israelis are going to have
trouble moving forward.

And the Arab States, what I'd like to see is indicators that they are willing, if Israel makes
tough commitments, to also make some hard choices that will allow for an opening of
commerce, diplomatic exchanges between Israel and its neighbors.

Now, all these things are going to take time. They're not going to happen immediately.
But I'm confident that if we stick with it, having started early, that we can make some serious
progress this year.

On the issue of genocide, I think "never again" means that the international community
has a obligation, even when it's inconvenient, to act when genocide is occurring. So on the
issue of Darfur, for example, I didn't simply mention it in a speech yesterday before a Muslim
audience, talking about genocide that's taking place within a majority-Muslim country, but I
also raised it in discussions with President Mubarak of Egypt, who has strong diplomatic
relations with the country of Sudan.

And I've assigned one of my closest national security advisers, General Scott Gration, as a
special envoy who has been traveling throughout the region trying to not only solve the
immediate humanitarian crisis that exists—and that was made worse when President Bashir



kicked out many of the international nongovernmental organizations that had been providing
humanitarian assistance. We've been working diligently to solve that immediate problem and
get humanitarian assistance back on the ground. But what we've also been doing is to try to
reactivate the possibilities of a peaceful—a peace settlement between Khartoum and some of
the rebels in Darfur that would allow the internally displaced people from Darfur to start
returning to their homes.

So we've been very active on this issue. It may not have received the attention in the press
that some of the other issues have, but we are spending a lot of time trying to make sure that
we make progress and that the people of Darfur are able to return to their homes and live in
peace.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, first, experience—part and parcel of our history, of our past
experience here in Germany is obviously the Shoah. And out of that comes an everlasting
responsibility for the safety and security of the State of Israel. If you like, this has been the
raison d'etre of every German Government, ever since the Federal Republic came into being,
and it will always be that case.

As regards genocide all over the world, we have an international responsibility that we
need to shoulder here. And here, too, we work very closely together. We, all of us, have made
the experience, I think, along the way that this quite often takes much longer to resolve than
one would like it to be and can be satisfied about.

But military intervention alone, without any political framework that we put on these
issues, is also not always successful. We've had—made that experience as well. This is why the
European Union, actually during the EU-Africa Summit, established very close links with the
African Union, trying also to win over African countries to shoulder their responsibility or
helping them shoulder their responsibility, for example, by providing them with the necessary
materiel, the equipment, but also through political discussions.

I think that due to the experience we've made over the years as European Union members
that we were able after the Second World War to live together peacefully. We have an
obligation not only to create peace within Europe, because we've been able to do that, but to
actually share with others the knowledge how we managed to get that to happen. Dignity of
man is inviolable. This is what is inscribed in the German Constitution. And this goes not only
for the Germans, not only for the Europeans, but for every human being all over the world. It
means we can solve problems of this kind. We as Germans, after the Second World War, have
made an experience that was certainly not a matter of course. The Allies actually extended a
helping hand to us, to our neighbor France, the United Kingdom, but also the United States of
America. We need to share this experience in order to prevent further cases of tragedy
occurring. And we will always be at your side, at the side of the Americans.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President's news conference began at 10:30 a.m. at Dresden Castle. In his remarks,
the President referred to George J. Mitchell, U.S. Special Envoy for Middle East Peace; Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian
Authority; Nobel Prize winner, author, and concentration camp survivor Elie Wiesel; U.S.
Special Envoy to Sudan Maj. Gen. J. Scott Gration, USAF (Ret.); and President Umar Hassan
Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan. He also referred to his great uncle Charles Payne. Chancellor
Merkel referred to former Guantanamo detainee Murat Kurnaz, who was released into



German custody in August 2006; and Minister of Interior Wolfgang Schaeuble of Germany.
Chancellor Merkel and some reporters spoke in German, and their remarks were translated by
an interpreter.
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